‘Sage of Mukwonago’ 
developed west side 


Known affectionately in Green Bay as 
the “Sage of Mukwonago,” Andrew E. 
Elmore came west from New York in 
1839 and settled in Waukesha County. 

He opened a trading post in Mukwonago 
and became a successful businessman.' 
He became postmaster, serving from 



1840 to 1849 and from 1853 to 1857. In 
1842, he went to the Territorial 

Legislature as a Whig represen¬ 
tative of Waukesha, 
Milwaukee, Ozaukee and 
Washington counties and 
served two terms. 

At the constitutional 
convention of 1846, 
Elmore was on the com¬ 
mittee for the revision 
and adjustment of the 
articles of the proposed 
state constitution. After 
Wisconsin achieved state 
hood, he was elected to 
the Assembly as a 
Democrat from 1858 to 
1860. He is believed to have 
been the last survivor of 
the constitutional conven¬ 
tions and of the Territorial 
Legislature of Wisconsin. 

He became interested in welfare work 
and was appointed a trustee of the new 
Waukesha School for Boys. He remained 
active until 1890 as a member and later 
president of the state Board of Charities 
and Reforms, which supervised jails, 
poorhouses and asylums. He became a 
familiar and respected figure at national 
charitable and reform conventions. 

He was responsible for initiating the 
state's first open institution without 
walls. His county insane asylum reforms 
were widely copied around the country. 

Elmore moved to Fort Howard in 1863 
and acquired from Daniel Whitney’s 
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Throughout this year of 
Wisconsin's Sesquicentennial cele¬ 
bration, the Press- 
Gazette will pub¬ 
lish a series of 
stones on local 
history. This 
feature, 

prepared with the 
assistance of the 
Brown County 

Historical Society, will appear on 
Mondays 


widow a large portion of the most desir¬ 
able land along the river — just north of 
Dousman Street. He went into partner¬ 
ship with John Dousman, building 
docks, warehouses and an elevator 
under the name of Dousman & Elmore. 

Later known as Elmore & Kelly, the 
firm remained in business until 1878 
when its facilities were sold to the 
North Western Railroad. 

Elmore reserved a large portion of his 
holdings along the river north of 
Dousman Street for a personal estate on 
which he built a 16-room mansion. It 
was at the northwest corner of James 
and McDonald streets. Construction 
began in 1863 and wasn't completed 
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Regal living: Andrew Elmore’s 16-room mansion north of 
Dousman Street was a center of Fort Howard social life. It was 
razed in 1924. 
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until after the Civil War. The mansion 
became a center of Fort Howard social 
life. The home was sold in 1914 and 
razed in 1924. 

The rest of the property was laid out in 
streets and platted for development. 

Many of the northwest side’s oldest 
streets were named by Elmore for his fam¬ 
ily and friends: James, Augusta, Mary, 
Phoebe, McDonald, Mather and Bond. 

Elmore was not involved in local poli¬ 
tics. However, his son, James, achieved 
the triple distinction of becoming the 
first mayor of Fort Howard, mayor of 
Green Bay and finally mayor of the con¬ 
solidated cities in 1895. 

Andrew Elmore retired from business 
in the early 1870s, turning the operation 
of the firm over to James. He traveled a 
great deal and kept himself active. His 
advice on many matters was regularly 
sought and freely given. Just how or 
when he acquired his nickname “Sage” 
isn’t known, but there was much respect 
in it and Elmore was proud of it. 


Shortly after New Year’s Day 1906, at 
the age of 92, he contracted pneumonia 
and died. Two days later, his daughter 
Augusta died. The following year, Mary 
died. Phoebe lived on in the old house 
attended by Rose Vanderperren until it 
was sold in 1914. Phebe died in 1936, at 
the age of 91. 

About all that is left to remind us of 
the Elmores are Elmore School and the 
west side streets named for family mem¬ 
bers and friends. Rose Vanderperren, 
housekeeper for the Elmores, died in the 
1960s. She was the last survivor of a 
household that once wielded great influ¬ 
ence in the community. 

Many of the family household fur¬ 
nishings and artifacts have been placed 
at Heritage Hill State Park, the Neville 
Public Museum and the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay. 

— From the writings of the late Jack 

Rudolph, submitted by Carol Jones of 
the Brown County Historical Society 







